
JULY/AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2022
VOL 36 / ISSUE 3

THE ANNUAL BANKRUPTCY ISSUE



 CONTRIBUTORS

Karen Cordry
Bankruptcy and State Defensive 
Litigation Chief Counsel,  
National Association of Attorneys General 
Karen Cordry is the bankruptcy and 
special issues counsel for the National 
Association of Attorneys General. She 
graduated with highest honors from 

Wayne State University Law School in 1977 and 
subsequently obtained an L.L.M., again with highest 
honors, from George Washington University in 1987. She 
worked for the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) 
from 1977 until February 1992; since then, she has been 
employed at the National Association of Attorneys General 
(NAAG).            naag.org

Robert P. Charbonneau, Esq.
Founding Partner, Agentis PLLC
Robert Paul Charbonneau is a founding 
member of the Firm. He concentrates his 
practice in troubled loan workouts, 
business restructuring and dispute 
resolution and insolvency matters. Bob 

has particularly broad experience representing statutory 
committees, including creditors’ committees, and funds 
purchasing distressed debt.                    agentislaw.com

Peter Califano, Esq.
Partner, Niesar & Vestal LLP
Mr. Califano has many years' experience 
in representing creditors and debtors in 
all aspects of insolvency-related matters, 
including bankruptcy and state law 
insolvency proceedings, litigation and 

related business transactions. He has special expertise in 
representing parties in workouts and other non-
bankruptcy alternatives, equipment leasing and complex 
enforcement matters. Working in collaboration with other 
practice groups, Mr. Califano has successfully 
represented a wide range of individuals and institutional 
clients' interests. He is currently a partner at the law firm 
of Niesar & Vestal LLP located in San Francisco, CA. 
                 nvlawllp.com

Wanda Borges, Esq.
Principal Member,  
Borges and Associates, LLC 
Wanda Borges is the principal member of 
Borges & Associates, LLC, a law firm 
based in Syosset, NY. For more than 40 
years, Ms. Borges has concentrated her 

practice on commercial litigation and creditors’ rights in 
bankruptcy matters, representing corporate clients and 
creditors’ committees throughout the United States in 
Chapter 11 proceedings, out-of-court settlements, 
commercial transactions and preference litigation. 

borgeslawllc.com

Lindsay Doman
Associate, Spencer Fane LLP 
Lindsay Doman is an Associate Attorney 
at Spencer Fane LLP in the Firm’s 
Financial Services group. Prior to joining 
Spencer Fane, Lindsay was a judicial law 
clerk for the Honorable Brian T. Fenimore. 

         spencerfane.com

Candice Kline, Esq. 
Partner, Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP
Candice Kline advises clients on bank-
ruptcy and corporate restructuring mat-
ters and related litigation. She represents 
debtors, trustees, official committees, 
investors and creditors in bankruptcy 

proceedings and out-of-court workouts. Her experience 
includes managing cases from $10 million to $13 billion, 
with key roles in large, complex Chapter 11 and 7 cases. 
She also handles Chapter 12 cases and has experience 
with cross-border insolvency Chapter 15 proceedings

saul.com.

Austin J. Peiffer, Esq.
Associate Attorney,  
Ag & Business Legal Strategies  
Austin J. Peiffer joined Ag & Business 
Legal Strategies in 2020, after spending 
a year clerking for the Honorable A. 
Benjamin Goldgar, Chief Judge of the 

United States Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District 
of Illinois in Chicago. He earned his law degree from the 
Washington University School of Law in St. Louis, 
Missouri, with a certificate in Business & Corporate Law. 
While in law school he worked with the school’s Low-
Income Taxpayer Clinic and served as a judicial extern 
with the Honorable Charles E. Rendlen III (ret.) with the 
United States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of 
Missouri. He is licensed in Iowa and Missouri.                                    
            ablsonline.com

Joseph A. Peiffer, Esq.
Shareholder,  
Ag & Business Legal Strategies  
Joseph A. Peiffer has focused his 
practice on business bankruptcy for 
more than 30 years, and established Ag 
& Business Legal Strategies (formerly 

Peiffer Law Office, P.C.) in 2016. As someone who grew up 
on an Iowa family farm in Delaware County, Iowa, Joe 
Peiffer has a keen interest in agricultural law. He 
graduated from Iowa State University as the top graduate 
in his class studying Dairy Science, as well as Public 
Service and Administration. Peiffer received his law 
degree, with Distinction, from the University of Iowa.                                    
            ablsonline.com

— Continued on page 4



 IN THIS ISSUE

24 28

ARE NONCONSENSUAL THIRD 
PARTY RELEASES HEADED TO THE 
SUPREME COURT?

STUDENT LOAN DEBT – CAN ANYONE 
FIX THE PROBLEM?

BANKRUPTCY VENUE REFORM –  
117TH CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE

APRIL/MAY/JUNE 2022 | VOL 36 / ISSUE 1

2 THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE 
6 FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR
8 VIEWPOINT
9 HEARD & OVERHEARD

36 4232

AN ARGUMENT TO INCLUDE CHAPTER 
12’S DE-PRIORITIZATION OF TAX 
CLAIMS IN SUBCHAPTER V 
BANKRUPTCIES

NAVIGATING PREFERENCE 
LITIGATION IN THE WAKE  
OF THE SMALL BUSINESS 
REORGANIZATION ACT

7 TALES FROM THE FRONT
44 MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

 LEAGUE VIEWS                                      INDUSTRY INFORMATION

CLLA.ORG   1

UNRAVELING THE ORIGINS BEHIND  
THIRD PARTY RELEASES IN 
BANKRUPTCY

12




